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Our original SEO studies at a glance
What we found when we measured it ourselves.

Domains: 224 · Median age: 22.4 years

Do old domains have authority?
We audited 224 real domains with a median age of 22.4 years. They still had a median of 251 linking
domains, but 96% scored 2 or less out of 100 for authority, and 14 were showing someone else's
website.

Expired domains traced: 37 · Re-registered by others: 11 (30%)

What happens to expired domains
We followed 37 domains that had been allowed to expire. 30% were picked up by someone else, and
some of those now serve spam or copycat sites.

Keywords: 483 · Median volume: 2,900/mo

Keyword difficulty vs search volume
We compared search volume and keyword difficulty for 483 keywords. Bigger keywords are harder on
average, but 36% of those with 10,000+ searches a month still scored under 30.

Started: October 7, 2026 · Domains: 224

Live case study: relaunching an old domain portfolio
We are rebuilding sites on a portfolio of 224 old domains that started with almost no authority, and
publishing every number as it comes in.

Methods and data for each study at seopapers.com. seopapers.com · free printable


